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The Spirit Lake Protective Association’s Historic Site Preservation Grant (HSPG) application for $100,000 is approved for full funding in 2010, according to Kristen Vander Molen, Grants Manager at the State Historical Society of Iowa.  

The SLPA’s submission was one of 31 applications requesting over $2.4 million during this annual grant cycle.  The fiscal year 2010 appropriation for the HSPG program provided a total of $980,000 for 12 grant awards.  

“We are extremely pleased with this wonderful news.  These additional funds significantly assist our overall fundraising efforts,” said Gretchen Graff, member of the Mini-Wakan Committee.

A $100,000 grant from the Okoboji Foundation and a $5,600 grant from the Dickinson County Endowment Fund were received in 2008.  

The Spirit Lake Protective Association, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and Iowa Great Lakes area community members are working together to accomplish the Mini-Wakan project.  The estimated cost of the renovation is $1 million.  

Because Mini-Wakan State Park is owned by the State of Iowa, the shelterhouse restoration project is not eligible for REAP grants, Vision Iowa grants, or Federal grants.  The Mini-Wakan Project’s fundraising committee continues to look for granting bodies capable of funding the renovation of state-owned property.
